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2009 FIA Middle East Rally Championship, round 1

. For immediate release
Friday, January 23" 2008

DEFENDING CHAMPION AL-ATTIYAH ROMPS INTO
EMPHATIC QATAR RALLY LEAD IN NEW MITSUBISHI

UAE’s Khalid Al-Qassimi in second; Qatar’s Al-Marri holds third
~ Promising debut for Al-Rajhi’s new Peugeot 207 S2000

DOHA (Qatar): Qatar's Nasser Saleh Al-Attiyah overcame intense personal pressure to set a
scintillating pace and hold the overall lead after the opening six special stages of the NBK Qatar
International Rally, round one of the 2009 FIA Middle East Rally Championship (MERC), in the desert
north of Doha on Friday.

The defending regional champion was in superb form from the outset in his new Austrian-built
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution X. He and Swedish co-driver Tina Thérner blitzed the opposition through
the demanding Qatar desert stages and had opened up a 2m 05.5s lead over the UAE’s Sheikh
Khalid Al-Qassimi and Ulster co-driver Michael Orr at the end of day one. The Qatar Rally Team'’s
Misfer Al-Marri and Chris Patterson were third overall, a mere 29.3s behind the 2004 regional
champions.

‘I have been very impressed with the chassis of the Mitsubishi and the way | can drive it at speed on
these stages,” said Al-Attiyvah, who is bidding to win his home event for a seventh successive
occasion. ‘It is not as powerful as the Subaru, but | felt confident from the start.”

Al-Attiyah set the fastest time in chilly, overcast conditions through the opening Losail stage, after
Nasser Khalifa Al-Attiyah, President of the QMMF, had flagged the international 29-car field away
from the start in the presence of Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah, President of the Kuwait Motor Sport Club,
and senior host for the second round of the series in March.

The defending champion was quick to compliment the ‘awesome chassis on the Mitsubishi” and was

a staggering 28.8 seconds in front of Al-Marri in his new mount, with Al-Qassimi a further six seconds
behind in third. Several drivers, including Lebanon’'s Michel Saleh and Kuwait's Salah Bin Eidan, lost
their way in the hanging dust and dropped between two and seven minutes to the leaders after taking
a wrong junction.
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Issued at 12.30 hrs
Thursday, January 22"%, 2009

News from end of S83 - Losail service

Car™ — Al-Attiyah/Thorner
‘I am very happy for after three stages. | pushed quite hard in the first one, but | eased back a little on the
last one. The car feels fantastic.”

Car 2 — Al-Marri/Patterson
“I have a good position at the moment. | am close to Khalid (Al-Qassimi) and will not push too hard at this
stage. We will see what happens this afternoon.”

Car 5 — Al-Qassimi/Orr

“‘We have a slight problem with the brakes at the back. We are coming into a corner and sliding a little,” said
Orr. “Khalid is also discovering it is not easy to adapt immediately to Group N after driving a Ford Focus. He
went to use the paddle and nearly stalled the car. We are not used to gears!”

Car 6 — Saleh/Chehab

“After we took the wrong track for 1.5km on the first stage we lost three minutes in the second one. [ stopped
and discovered a wire had come off the dynamo. After that it was fine. | have bad luck from the start of the
sea.an....."

Neil Perkins
Chief Press Officer
2009 NBK Qatar International Rally

Ends
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Issued at 13.30 hrs
Thursday, January 22", 2009

News from end of $54

Car 1 — Al-Attiyah/Thormer
Finished the stage on a punctured rim and also had a flat front tyre.

Car 2 — Al-Marri/Patterson
Finished the stage driving on a rear rim.

5

Car 3 — Georgiou/Matar
Finished the stage driving on two flat tyres — one front and one rear.

Car 4 — Al-Qassimi/Lancaster
“Finished the stage on a flat left rear tyre.

Car 5 — Al-Qassimi/Orr
Rear left puncture at end of stage.

NeiirPerkins
Chief Press Officer
2009 NBK Qatar International Rally

Ends
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2008 NBK QATAR INTERNATIONAL RALLY
Media Information 5

Issued at 07.30 hrs
Saturday, January 24", 2009

News from start of day 2

Car19 — Al-Suwaidi/Morrissey
The driver enjoyed his comeback, but decided not to restart this morning, although he intends to tackle the
Kuwait Rally in March.

Car 27 — Scialom/Mathias
Retired with drive shaft problems.

Car 10 — Al-Attiyah/Al-Sulaiti
Retired with differential problems.

23 of the original 29 cars were expected to restart on Saturday morning, after the drivers of cars 28 and 22

announced their intention to join cars 10, 16, 19 and 27 on the list of retirements.

Neil Perkins
Chiaf Press Officer
20 . NBK Qatar International Rally

Ends
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2008 NBK QATAR INTERNATIONAL RALLY
Media Information 6

Issued at 09.50 hrs
Saturday, January 24", 2009

News from S$S87-9 — Losail Service F

Car 9 — Al-SuwaidifAl-Kuwari
Lost over a minute in SS7.

Car 24 — Attiyahfl\/lenham
Double rear puncture on SS7 and then finished stages eight and nine with a damaged rear suspension arm.

Car 5 — Al-Qassimi/Orr
Sustained a rear puncture in SS7.

Car 2 — Al-Marri/Patterson
“I-am going to push as hard as | can over the next few stages. | need to finish in front of Al-Qassimi.”

Car 1 — Al-Attiyah/Thorner
‘| have not been going hard at all today. We made our lead yesterday. Now it is a case of easing through the
stages and trying to fake a finish. | do not want stage records. | want to win the rally.”

Car 8 — Al-Rajhi/Baumel
“The new car is great. It tops out at 167mk/h, but | am getting used to the gear change and the different
technique required to be fast. It is a great looking car.”

Neil Perkins
Chief Press Officer
2009 NBK Qatar International Rally

Ends
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